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South Africa opens the National Finals of the  

R-M® BEST PAINTER CONTEST  

 Monique Swanepoel from Pretoria in South Africa is the first woman to be 

selected as participant for the International R-M Best Painter Contest 2016 

 National Finals now starting in Europe, Asia and North America with France as 

next country  

 R-M and business partners including 3M, EMM, SATA, DeVILBISS, RUPES 

support  with innovative products and sustainable solutions 

South Africa is the first country to announce the winners at the R-M National final 

competition in Johannesburg. Monique Swanepoel will represent South Africa in the 

International Final of the R-M Best Painter Contest held at the end of September 2016 

in France. Applications and pre-selections are being held across Europe, Asia and 

North America with National Finals running until July 2016.   

The competition of the National Final in South Africa, supported by the R-M distributer RSB 

Autogroup and partners, was led by the jury R-M Regional Technical Manager Marius Nel. 

He remarked on the exceptional skills of the candidates whose tallied marks were 

exceptionally close. Monique Swanepoel (23) from Pretoria walked away with the coveted 

title of R-M South Africa Best Painter 2016 with Terry Knowles from Durban and Juan-Pierre 

Meintjies from Johannesburg taking 2nd and 3rd place respectively. Swanepoel started 

experimenting with spray painting at the age of 16. Participating in the South Africa 

WorldSkills Competition in 2013, she came out in second place.  

The automotive industry is clearly the one that should experience some significant changes 

over the next decade due to new technologies and sustainable development requirements.  

 

 

 



 
 

In the R-M Refinish Competence Centers, equipped with the latest technical standards and 

multimedia training tools, R-M offers its customers significant flexibility to meet their refinish 

training needs while providing innovative and sustainable solutions and increasing the 

efficiency level and profitability of their business.  

In search for the best talents – The participating countries  

With R-M’s initiative Master’Art, R-M actively cooperates with schools and promotes the 

profession of refinish painting among young talents worldwide. In this, the 12th edition of the 

R-M Best Painter Contest, the best young automotive refinish painters can apply to 

participate in the different countries to be selected for National or Regional Finals in 

the dedicated Refinish Competence Center or vocational school. Each participant, who 

must not be more than 30 years old, is asked to prove their skills in the use of R-M’s ONYX 

HD waterborne technology and to employ the best available R-M Technology to maximise 

productivity as well as ensuring that the lowest possible environmental impact is maintained. 

The participating countries at the R-M Best Painter Contest 2016 are: Belarus, Denmark, 

Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Kazachstan, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 

Slovenia, Spain, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Russia, United States of America, 

United Kingdom and Ukraine.  

Preselections done in France – Next National Final by end of March  

With an increase of 192% in applications from France, in comparison to the previous 

R-M Best Painter Contest edition in 2013, the R-M brand registers a strong interest for 

the profession and willingness to compete among young painters. In France, where the 

National Final takes place at the end of March, eight finalists from 73 applications have 

been selected from different regions via theoretical tests. The average age is 25. Only 

three women are represented among the 73 participants in France and show that the 

business is still male-dominated. Most of them express the desire to compete and “will 

to win”. These highly qualified young talents R-M considers to be the next generation.  
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The winner of the last contest - His tip to the contestants 

The last winner of the 2013 contest, Ole Kristian Fureid from Norway, today works as R-M 

technician, providing professional R-M support to bodyshop networks including DK, which 

paints the largest volume of 100% electric Tesla vehicles in the world. “For me R-M is the 

solution”, Ole Kristian Fureid says. His tip for the contestants is “to use the days and weeks 

before the competition, to mentally visualize that you are competing while doing your 

everyday work. In this way you will be better prepared to face whatever challenges you might 

be presented to, with a calm and systematic approach. Use the R-M Best Painter Contest as 

an opportunity to learn from others and to perfect your work”. 

Introduced in 1999, the number of participating countries at the R-M Best Painter Contest 

has since 2002 continued to increase and is today a highly regarded business event. In 2003 

the first woman, who was a French, won the competition. From Asia, Japan was taking part 

for the first time in 2010 and won the International final in the same way as Norway did in 

2013.  

The national finals are supported by premium business partners, including 3M, EMM, 

DeVILBISS, SATA and RUPES as well as the regular business partners Festool, Horn & 

Bauer, Mettler-Toledo, Sia Abrasives.  
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R-M Automotive Refinish Paints: an important part of BASF`s Coatings Division 

Under the R-M brand, BASF markets a comprehensive range of automotive refinishing paint systems, 

focusing on eco-efficient waterborne basecoats and high-solids paints. By using these systems all 

legal solvent-reduction requirements can be complied with anywhere in the world, and with regard to 

appearance and resistance, the products meet the same quality standards as solvent-borne paints. In 

this area, the company offers a wide variety of services to support its customers. R-M Automotive 

Refinish Paints is approved by most of the leading car manufacturers for aftermarket repair and 

chosen by the world's most prestigious car companies for its color expertise. 

R-M Automotive Paints - Clermont de l’Oise (France)  

Contact: Gesine Arend-Heidbrinck Phone + 33 (0)3 44 77 73 70 

E-Mail: gesine.arend-heidbrinck@basf.com 

www.rmpaint.com 

www.facebook.com/rmpaint  

www.bestpainter.rmpaint.com  
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